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Finlqnd: Not lusl in Summer
by Barbara Radcliffe Rogers

o place does winter better .
than Frn land.  Sure ,  i t  does  E
s u m m e r  w e l l ,  t o o ,  w i t h  !
non-stop festivals celebrat- i
ing everything from opera b

to samba. But the Finns love winter
and are  de l igh ted  to  we lcome vour

something di f ferent.
In contrast to summer's midnight sun, winter br ings day-

t ime crystal  skies and night-t ime northern l ights dlsplays to
Finland's great Arct ic expanses of Lapland. Finns and for-
eigners mix in a genial  blend at Levi  and other centers for
downhi l l  and cross-country ski ing, and explore the white-
g lazed landscapes by  snowmobi le ,  k icks led ,  dogs led ,  on
snowshoes and even on reindeer sleds.

Winter packages begin in Rovaniemi,  on the Arct ic Circle
(a short  f l ight f rom Helsinki)  with i ts stunning modern Ark-
t ikum, where vis i tors learn about the Arct ic and the Sami,
Lapland's semi-nomadic peoples that herd reindeer (r ight) .
Your cl ients can meet them in person at a Sami camp, whi le
learning to drrve a relndeer sled, s lower and easier to control
than a dog team. They are presented with a souvenir  ' ,Rein-

deer Driv ing License" as they warm up inside a tal l  t ip i- l ike
Sami house, si t t ing around the campfire in i ts center on rein-
deer skins, eat ing crunchy wheat toast and sizzl ing cured
venison, cooked over the f i re.

Other  a rc t i c  op t ions ,  o f fe red  by  Lap land Connect ion
(www.laplandconnect ion.com) are a dogsled or snowmo-
bi le safarr and a r ide on the icebreaker ship Sampo. Ski/spa
packages at Levi ,  in the town of Ki t t i la,  include lodgings at
the four-star Yl lds Saaga Hotel ,  with indoor pool,  a natural
s t o n e  c a v e  h o t  t u b ,  s t e a m  s a u n a s  a n d  F i n n r s n  s a u n a s
(www.Ssta rs-of-sca n di navia.co m). Kem i's down h il I ski a rea
is served by two gondola lifts, and is the center of a i00-
miie cross-country trall network and 550 miles of snowmo-
bi le trai ls.  Cl ients travel ing with chi ldren wi l l  want to add a
stop at Santa Claus's hometown, the l ively Santa Land, in
Rovaniemi,  to meet reindeer,  elves and St.  Nick himself .

Or book clients at the largest hotel in Lapland, the four-star
Gielas, scheduled to open in November 2008, in Saariselka.
Each of its 84 rooms and suites has its own sauna, balconv,
bathtub and internet connect ion. (www.tuntur ihotel l i . f i )  Ski
slopes and trails are nearby, and you can also pre-book a tra-
di t ional dinner in a Samr hut through the hotel .

For  c l ien ts  who pre fer  c i t i f ied  p leasures ,  He ls ink i  i s  an
exciting city at any time of year. lts compact cenrer, wnere
most attractrons are clustered, wraps cozilv around the har_
bor .  Above r i se  the  exo t ic  go ld  on ion-shaped domes o f
Uspensky Russian Orthodox Cathedral  (above),  and in the
other direct ion stretches the Esplanadi,  a wide park bor-
dered by elegant bui ldings.

At i ts far end is one of Helsinki 's newest attract ions, the
Design Distr ict ,  anchored by the classy new Design Muse_
um.  Adv ise  c l ien ts  to  wander  in to  the  shops  and show_
rooms to see cutt ing edge designs before they hi t  the shops
al l  over the world.  At the Design Forum, they can f ind top
des igners '  work  in  a l l  p r i ce  ranges .  F inn ish  des igners  a re
b e s t  k n o w n  f o r  h o u s e h o l d  a n d  p r a c t i c a l  i t e m s  -  t h i n k
Marimekko's str ik ing decorator fabr ics, Fiskar scissors, Alvar
Aalto 's furni ture and Arabia tableware.

From the harbor they can take a boat (about $7.50 round
tr ip) to the fortress is land of Suomelinna, a World Heri tage
Site" The 15-minute mini-cruise offers good ci ty views, and
on the is land they can explore the fortress, watch the excel_
lent f i lm, vis i t  the museums and craft  studios, and eat lunch
at a brewery.

Advise those going in the summer to gl impse at Finland as
i t  was a century ago, at the open-air  museum of Seurasaari .
On another is land is the Helsinki  Zoo, open year-round and
famed fo r  i t s  ra re  b ig  ca ts ,  inc lud ing  Snow leopards  and
Siberian t igers.

Frnnish design shows up everywhere, even in Helsinkr,s
hotels. The recently restored Belle Epoch Hotel Kamp, over_
look ing  the  Esp lanad i  w i th in  a  few s teps  o f  the  harbor
(www.hotelkamp.f i )  is elegant,  histor ic and luxurious, a sug-
gestton your up-market cl ients wi l l  thank you for.  The br i l_
l iant modern transformation of Lars Sonck's Art  Nouveau
warehouse as the Scandic Grand Marina, near the Uspensky
Cathedra l  (www.sca nd ic -ho te ls .com/gra  ndma r i  na)  a lso
overlooks the harbor"

He ls ink iMenu s igns  ind ica te  seasona l  menus fea tur ing
local f ish from the lakes and r ivers, reindeer and elk venison,
woodland mushrooms and arct ic berr ies.

Advise clrents to look for these when choosing restau-
rants, and suggest two rel iable choices: At G W Sundmans
(www.royalravintolat.com/sundmans) they can try rein-
deer or pheasant stuffed with morels,  and can sample Russ-
i a n  s p e c i a l t i e s ,  f r o m  b l i n i s  t o  b e a r  ( a n d  S t r a w b e r r i e s
Romanov) at Sasl ik (www.sasl ik.com).

Assure cl ients that FIT travel is easy in fr iendly Finland,
where Engl ish is widely spoken. Finnair  (www.f innair .com)
offers several  money-saving packages that include direct
f l ights to Helsinki ,  as wel l  as onward f l ights into Lapland.

For information, contact the Finish Tourist  Board 212_9g9_
2333; www.visitfi n la nd.com

For consolidator airfares and tour packages to Fintand
see page 69 of the Listings Section
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